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I do not run like someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer beating the air.  No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.
- 1 Corinthians 9: 26-27
READ: We understand that we’re all different.  Our families are at different stages, our work demands are unalike, and our reading interest varies.  So we ask you, what would be a step in a direction of aiming higher that brings you personally closer to God?  If you wanted to train for a race but haven’t run a step before, you wouldn’t begin with five miles.  You would fail.  We want you to be successful in reading scripture, we don’t want you to burn out, we want you to be blessed!  So be honest with yourself, where are you now and what would be both do-able and also aiming a bit higher.  Perhaps you “walk” three days and “jog” one.  Perhaps you “run” two days and “walk” the others.  Set your own goals so that it is a blessing for you to get deeper into the gospels.

This week: February 5-February 11, 2012
	
	Walk (1-3 pages)
	Jog (3-6 pages)
	Run (6-10 pages)

	Day 1
	John 13:1-17; 
16:17-33
	John 13:1-17; 14:1-31
16:17-33
	John 13-16

	Day 2
	John 17
	John 17; 21
	John 17-21

	Day 3
	Matthew 2
	Matthew 1 & 2
	Matthew 1-4

	Day 4
	Matthew 6:25-7:29
	Matthew 6 & 7
	Matthew 5-8


As you read:


-Take notice of Jesus identity as the “Son of God” and “Son of Man”
-Ask Yourself:  “Who is Jesus and what is required to be part of His 

kingdom?”
Memorization:


Matthew 20:26-28 …whoever wants to become great among you 
must be your servant and whoever wants to be first must be slave of 
all.  For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.
***Keep yourself and others accountable, share about what you discovered in scripture this week with friends and family.


Aim Higher- Live Differently
[image: image2.wmf]By day the LORD directs his love, at night his song is with me— a prayer to the God of my life.

-Psalm 42: 8 

PRAY: Be creative as you think about your prayer life and take one step beyond what you normally do.  For some that might mean coming to God in prayer for the first time in a long time, and that’s ok.  Know that wherever you are in your prayer life, God is blessed by your longing and movement into a deeper walk with Him.  Below are specific requests, areas of the church highlighted, and an idea each week to stretch you in your prayer life.  
Try This:

Write a list of requests as a family or as an individual and pray through 
those requests as often as you think about them.
Praises:
· Congratulations to Luke and Abby Steele with the birth of a baby girl last Wednesday.  
· Praise God for several children who have made a good profession of their love for Jesus and will now be invited to share at the Lord’s Table.  

· Praise God for those who are responding to God’s call to service from our Church for young people who are excited to serve in mission fields or preparing for service in college and seminary.
Petitions:
· Remember to pray for new believers who are finding their way into our fellowship. 

· Pray too for new families who are looking for a Church home where they can grow and serve.  

Ministry of the Week:  Adult Education

The Adult Education Committee is working diligently to 
provide 
classes that not only teach us to be better disciples, but 
also equip 
us to be used by God in discipling others. Pray for the committee as 
they seek to cover a wide variety of topics with various willing 
teachers. Pray that adults will value this opportunity and take part in 
continued learning.

Missionary of the Month: The Hintons
Tony and Martha are missionaries in Papua New Guinea.  Tony has worked in an auto shop training Papua New Guinean mechanics, training them to take over the administrative duties. Tony also arranged annual Spiritual Retreats and weekly Devotional times. Martha worked part time as a speech & language pathologist in the primary school in Ukarumpa. 

